
Electrical Code Board of Appeals 
Meeting Minutes  

April 28, 2015 
 

Board Members Present: Board Members Absent: 
Erik Munson, Chairman 
Jim Spicer, Vice Chairman 
Shane Novak 
TJ Meiners 
Mark Robinson 

Victor Brown 
Scott Saylor 

   
Also Present:  
Duncan McCallum, Building Services Manager 
Dave Rickels, Chief Electrical Inspector 
Dawn Kolosik, Recording Secretary 

 

   
 
Chairman Erik Munson brought the meeting to order at 1:05 pm.  Minutes from March 19, 2014, and 
February 17, 2015 meetings were reviewed.  Jim Spicer made a motion to approve; TJ Meiners 
seconded.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion began regarding the changes to the 2015 Electrical Code.  Duncan McCallum thanked the 
Board members for their service and briefly highlighted the changes made.  He explained how the Code 
approval process works:  needing review by the external groups, Council Committee and Safety 
Committee prior to approval by the City Council.  He anticipates a June approval by City Council with 
enforcement of the 2015 Electrical Code Amendments shortly thereafter. 
 
Re-inspection fees:  These fees will be removed from the amendments and placed in a resolution.  This 
fee will only be assessed when corrections haven’t been made / work is not complete and will be 
assessed against the individual scheduling the inspection.   Special inspection fees will also be included 
in the resolution and would be used in the instance when a homeowner is doing work without a permit 
and an investigation needs to be done by the inspector. 
 
Appeal of Board decision:  Under the current Code, a Board decision could to be heard by the City 
Council.  This will be changed so that a Court of Law will be hearing the case instead of the City Council.   
 
GFCI protection:  Duncan stated that when an automatic garage door opener is plugged into the GFCI 
outlet and the electricity trips, this prevents anyone (namely a child) from entering the garage and safely 
getting into the house.  Shane Novak expressed concern over putting in a GFCI outlet in the ceiling of a 
garage and stated that he receives numerous calls from concerned homeowners in the early hours of 
the morning wanting a fix to this common issue.  He stated the State Code doesn’t require the GFCI 
outlet be installed; National Code does.  He requested the required outlet be a Simplex outlet, not a 
GFCI.  TJ expressed concern over when a homeowner plugs a surge protector device/cord reel into this 
ceiling outlet and stated that in another Code cycle, a GFCI outlet will be a requirement.  Shane stated 
that unless someone is shooting water into the outlet, there is no need to install a GFCI outlet in the 
ceiling of a garage; a homeowner will go against the intent regardless of what outlet is installed.  Duncan 
asked the Board for direction on how to proceed with the language on this subject.  Consensus among 
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the group was to change the language to allow Simplex outlet in the garage ceiling.  With regards to the 
sump pump in this section, it needs to remain a GFCI outlet. 
 
Demolition permits:  When you get demo a permit, the demolition of the electrical system is part of the 
demolition permit (residentially), but when you are within a large commercial building and you’re 
demoing equipment within that building, there may not be other demolition going on in that building so 
an electrical demo permit will be required.  Through resolution, a fee will be set for this permit since it is 
based on the valuation of the demolition work.   
 
Request was made for Building Services to publish the amendments to the 2015 Code.  Duncan stated 
the amendments can be published on the Building Services website.  Shane and TJ stated it’s important 
to note what changes are being made, not just publishing the entire Code.  Possible wording, “We are 
starting to enforce the 2015 Code as of __________.  Any permit pulled after this date falls under this 
ruling.  These are the changes we made to the local Ordinance.”  This information is necessary when 
bidding on a job. 
 
Routing Maintenance:  Chairman Munson stated the “Electrical Maintenance” work term is missing; he 
stated this wording needs to remain in this section.  Duncan stated this can be done.  Jim requested 
“Replacement of circuit breakers limited to 120/208 volt single phase not exceeding 30 amps” instead 
state, “ Replacement of circuit breakers limited to 120/208 less than 250 volt single phase not exceeding 
30 amps.”  Mark Robinson stated a provision needs to be added under section 34.18 stating, “Routine 
maintenance performed by a licensed electrical contractor.” 
 
TJ asked the Code amendments be highlighted and sent to all Electrical Board of Appeals members.  
Duncan will have Dawn Kolosik send these amendments to all Board members as well as carbon 
monoxide/smoke detector language from the proposed 2015 Building Code.  Duncan clarified that a 
final version will be provided to the Board before it is presented to City Council.   
 
Chairman Munson made a motion to endorse changes proposed to Chapter 34 by the Cedar Rapids 
Building Services agreeing that we will have the opportunity to review and approve before it is 
presented to City Council.  TJ Meiners seconded.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Munson made a motion to adjourn; Jim Spicer seconded.  All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 
2:10 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Dawn Kolosik, Recording Secretary 
 


